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Couverture : Massif de la Trévaresse à Lambesc ©F. Ferreira

Welcome to Marseille Provence. Welcome 
to a region that is both familiar and foreign. 
Familiar because everyone has heard of 
Marseille, the rebellious city, and everyone 
wants to visit Provence, a land of plenty. 
Everyone knows about our notorious 
reputation. But we are also foreign. The image 
people have of us does not always reflect our 
reality, or our true nature.  

Marseille Provence 2013, European Capital  
of Culture, will be a meeting point for culture, 
politics and the economy. Here, where we 
like to show our differences, stage our 
disagreements and glorify our contradictions, 
being the European Capital of Culture is a 
revolution that we will share with you.  

We have managed to unite regional 
stakeholders around a cultural project that 
will unfold all year long, making our mosaic a 
coherent picture. As you can imagine, this was 
no easy task. Uniting the Roman ruins of Arles, 
the medieval buildings of Salon-de-Provence, 
the industrial zones of Istres and Martigues, 
the cultural centre of Aix-en-Provence, the clay 
sector of Aubagne and the Greek heritage  
of Marseille was a real challenge.

However, this is the miracle that is Marseille-
Provence 2013 – a unique journey through our 
history, reality, desires and projects. 

Marseille Provence will provide visitors 
with an original experience showcasing the 
region’s natural resources and landscapes. 
Its unique position, between Europe and the 
Mediterranean, makes it a melting pot of 
diversity and tolerance.

The European Capital of Culture title is 
an opportunity to showcase the region’s 
transformation. Nearly €660 million has been 
invested in major cultural venues that will 
contribute to the region’s future visibility.

The business sector is very present in our 
project, sponsoring projects and hosting artists 
in companies. With the Esprit Client initiative, 
local businesses and shops have developed a 
customer welcome programme for visitors to 
the European Capital of Culture region.  

So yes, now more than ever, we are on track 
for 2013!

Jacques PFISTER
President of Marseille Provence 2013
President of the Marseille Provence Chamber  
of Commerce and Industry

MARSEILLE PROVENCE, MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME

MARSEILLE-PROVENCE 2013 
EUROPEAN CAPITAL  
OF CULTURE

ONE YEAR, THREE 
EPISODES

EPISODE 1 
MARSEILLE-PROVENCE, 
WELCOMING THE WORLD

[January - May]
This episode focuses on the traditions of hospitality, 
cosmopolitanism and relationships with others. 
Featuring the opening weekend’s festivities and 
events, it pays tribute to new forms of cultural 
expression taking over towns and cities.

EPISODE 2 
MARSEILLE-PROVENCE,  
OPEN SKY

[June - August]
This episode will take place during summer, 
and gives pride of place to nature, circuits, and 
outdoor shows and concerts in original locations.

EPISODE 3 
MARSEILLE-PROVENCE, 
LAND OF A THOUSAND FACES

[September - December]
This episode focuses on art, living together 
in public spaces, new forms of contemporary 
writing, compositions for young audiences and 
some of the Mediterranean’s most renowned 
artists and philosophers.

THE THEME: 
SHARING THE SOUTH

Located at the edge of the Mediterranean, this European Capital of Culture is 
marked by journeys, encounters and major expeditions. Around one hundred 
communes are located in the urban area stretching between Aix-en-Provence, 
Arles, La Ciotat and Marseille.

The region’s individuality is the result of three factors: intercultural sociability, 
the relationship between town and country, and urban cultures. This dynamic 
social and cultural scene was the basis of the Marseille-Provence 2013 
programme.

One theme runs through this programme, which is a narrative in three episodes. 
This theme is the Mediterranean - dialogue between Mediterranean countries 
and “sharing the south.” It is present in the Euro-Mediterranean Ateliers, major 
exhibitions, festivals, artistic commissions, literary events, concerts, film 
screenings, performances and Participative Projects.

Each episode will feature highlights from a particular artistic discipline, giving 
pride of place to major events such as the opening of new cultural venues and 
exhibitions.
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STRUCTURAL PROJECTS

MARSEILLE-PROVENCE 2013 IS ALREADY UNDERWAY

Where art meets urban transformation

As part of the Creative Urban Projects 
programme, Marseille-Provence 2013 is 
organising a series of artist residencies 
in areas undergoing urban renovation. 
The aim of this programme is to develop 
artistic initiatives questioning, improving 
or changing everyday environments. This 
means promoting a new and poetic way of 
looking at how cities are built. It will get 
residents involved in transforming their 
neighbourhoods, thus contributing to the 
European Capital of Culture project. In 
2013, these Creative Urban Projects will 
focus on places to live in, architecture and 
temporary installations, and give rise to 
meetings, screenings and shows.

The project has three main focuses:

•	Getting	artists	involved	in	the	
urban renovation process as part of 
participative projects involving artistic 
collaboration on the national and 
European levels. 

•	Presenting	artistic	projects	from	
these zones in the European Capital of 
Culture programme, in line with specific 
themes or disciplines. 

•	Promoting	these	initiatives	at	the	
European conference «Art and urban 
transformation» in 2013, by comparing 
them with similar experiments in 
Europe and further afield, as well as the 
latest research on the subject.

Marseille

Hauts-de-Mazargues neighbourhood 
Stefan Shankland - PARC 

Plan d’Aou neighbourhood  
Jean-Luc Brisson - Bank of Paradise

Les Aygalades neighbourhood  
Ruedi Baur (Institut Civic City)  
The Prototype as a Tool for Transformation and Dialogue

Grand Saint-Barthélemy neighbourhood  
Safi and Coloco collectives  
Possible Gardens

The Boulevard National neighbourhood and tunnel  
Philippe Mouillon and Maryvonne Arnaud (Le 
Laboratoire collective) - Ex-Voto

La Friche La Belle de Mai 
Encore Heureux Collective – Child’s Play

Fréderic Clavère - Tunnel Bénédit 
JR - a project featuring the interior and exterior walls 
of the Friche

Jean-Luc Brisson - Mme La Friche, Gardener 

La Ciotat - Abeille neighbourhood 
Martine Derain - The Rules of the Game 

Aix-en-Provence - Besson neighbourhood
Jean-Michel Othoniel

Salon-de-Provence - Les Canourgues 
neighbourhood 
Cabanon Vertical collective

Arles - Griffeuille neighbourhood 
Les Pas Perdus

Aubagne
As part of the future tramway line with Hervé 
Lelardoux from the Théâtre de l’Arpenteur

Martigues - Notre Dame des Marins neighbourhood 
Project being finalised

Istres
Stefan Muntaner – a project based on the Magic Mirror

Vitrolles
As part of the Interchange project, currently being 
finalised

Partners

In Marseille – the public interest groupings 
Marseille Rénovation Urbaine (Marseille urban 
renovation) and Grand Projet de Ville (long-term 
city project). Associated regional authorities 
in close collaboration with the city’s policy 
departments and urban development services. 
Urban renovation programmes supported by 
the ANRU (National Urban Renovation Agency). 
With support from the Caisse des Dépôts et 
Consignations. Some regions have obtained 
financing from the European Regional Develop-
ment Fund, Marseille Provence Métropole and 
social housing organisations.

Ex Nihilo, Tunis, 2010 ©Martine Derain

CREATIVE URBAN PROJECTS 
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Marseille-Provence 2013 and the Fondation 
de France have joined forces to launch an 
outstanding programme of nine artistic 
commissions. The Fondation de France’s 
New Patrons project allows citizens facing 
societal issues to share their concerns with 
contemporary artists by commissioning a piece 
of artwork. The project’s originality is based 
on a new connection between three privileged 
actors: the artist, the commissioning citizen 
and the cultural mediator, accompanied by 
public and private partners involved in the 
project. The Bureau des Compétences et des 
Désirs is responsible for the project’s outreach 
and production activities.

Jacques Siron, Musicollages. Cité de la Musique, 
Marseille, 2010.

Olivier Bedu, Sandbank. Place François Moisson, 
Marseille, 2010.

Krijn De Koning, To Make a Place. Collège Notre-
Dame de La Major, Marseille, January 2012.

Mathieu Briand, The Vessel. Crèche de la Friche La 
Belle de Mai, Marseille, October 2012.

Lucy and Jorge Orta, The Fairy Trail, sculpture 
trail along the Huveaune River, Bouches du Rhône, 
October 2012 – September 2013.

Tadashi Kawamata, Camargue Project 2011-2013. 
Water Paths / November 2012 – June 2013.

Didier Fuiza-Faustino, Froth on the Daydream.  
Hôpital Nord, Marseille, June – November 2013.

Christophe Berdaguer and Marie Péjus,  
Place Lulli, Marseille, June 2013.

Le Cabanon Vertical, Espace Francisco Baron,  
Salon-de-Provence, July 2013.

programme launched by

THE FONDATION DE FRANCE’S  
NEW PATRONS PROGRAMME 

www.nouveauxcommanditaires.eu

A new production model for contemporary 
creation
Since Marseille-Provence 2013’s bid to be 
named the European Capital of Culture, the 
Euro-Mediterranean Ateliers have constituted 
an ambitious regional and cultural project 
with considerable local development potential. 
Their aim is to unite local communities around 
a project supporting contemporary creation. 
They feature a new sponsorship model pooling 
monetary resources, expertise and production 
facilities, so companies in very different 
sectors can contribute to an artistic project. 
Each project is set up differently, with financing 
from host structures, Marseille-Provence 2013 
and other associated partners. These new 
production methods have been developed to 
address the concerns of contemporary artists 
and company directors, who are looking for 
ways of contributing to community life.
An important aspect of the project is 
encouraging employee involvement in 
cultural projects. Artistic encounters and 
shared experiences make employees and 
users more aware of contemporary artistic 
creation. Marseille-Provence 2013 works 
with outreach organisations – mostly regional 
cultural organisations – and artists to develop 
individual outreach plans for each institution.
Between now and 2013, over sixty new pieces 
of artwork in all disciplines will be created 
by artists in residence at selected host 
structures. These pieces will be presented as 
part of the 2013 programme.

Marco Baliani, Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de 
Marseille - Hôpital Sainte Marguerite

Taysir Batniji, Savonnerie Marius Fabre

Mustapha Benfodil, Service Commun de 
Documentation d’Aix-Marseille Université (in 
partnership with Artcade, Galerie des Grands Bains 
Douches de la Plaine)

Alice Berni, Bataillon de Marins-Pompiers de 
Marseille - Saumaty Fire Station (in partnership 
with the Télémaque Ensemble)

Séverine Bruneton and Laëtitia Cordier, Descours 
et Cabaud (in partnership with Karwan)

Jean-Michel Bruyère / LFKs, Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure des Mines de Saint-Etienne, Georges 
Charpak campus in Gardanne

Mohamed Bourouissa, Pôle Emploi (in partnership 
with Artcade)

Anne-James Chaton, Maison de l’Avocat – Ordre 
des Avocats du Barreau de Marseille (in partnership 
with actOral, the Editions Al Dante, the Galerie 
Porte Avion and the Association48)

Sonia Chiambretto, Bureaux Municipaux De 
Proximité (in partnership with actOral and the 
Groupe Résurgences)

Mathieu Clainchard, Damien Leclère auction house 
(in partnership with Triangle France)

Gilles Clément, Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de 
Marseille - Hôpital Salvator

Kathryn Cook, Association de la Jeunesse 
Arménienne de France (in partnership with Bec en 
l’Air publishing house)

Antoine D’Agata, Archives et Bibliothèque 
Départementales (in partnership with the Atelier 
de Visu)

Robin Decourcy, Agence Bleu Ciel *

Gilles Desplanques, Club Immobilier Marseille 
Provence

Kitsou Dubois, Patrouille de France and the 
aerobatics team at the Base Aérienne 701

Ymane Fakhir, Assistance Publique - Hôpitaux de 
Marseille - Hôpital de la Timone (in partnership with 
Nouvelles Donnes Production)

Dora Garcia, Hôpital Montperrin (in partnership 
with 3bisF)

Anne-Valérie Gasc, GINGER CEBTP Démolition (in 
partnership with Sextant et plus)

Générik Vapeur, Savonnerie du Midi

Groupe Dunes, Apical Technologies and IMBE

gethan&myles, Fondation Logirem - Cité de la 
Bricarde (in partnership with Sextant et Plus)

Mona Hatoum, Entreprise Arnoux and the 
International Centre for Research on Glass and 
Contemporary Art (CIRVA)

Célia Houdart and Sébastien Roux, Entreprises du 
Puits Morandat (in partnership with the GMEM - 
National Musical Creation Centre)

Groupe Ici-même (Paris), Centre Bonneveine

Mathieu Immer and Benjamin Lahitte, EDF – 
Centre de Production Thermique in Martigues (in 
partnership with the Martigues Mediatheque and 
Amor Fati).

Katia Kameli, Futur Telecom

Le Phun, Domaine de la Tour du Valat (in 
partnership with Citron Jaune – Ilotopie / National 
Street Arts Centre)

Pascal Martinez, CIRVA (in partnership with Art-O-
Rama)

Jean-Marc Munerelle, Fondation Logirem - Cité de 
la Bricarde (in partnership with Sextant et Plus)

Yazid Oulab, Centre Richebois (in partnership with 
Voyons Voir)

Miguel Palma, Domaine viticole, Voyons Voir

Hervé Paraponaris, Ecole Nationale Supérieure 
d’Architecture de Marseille (in partnership with the 
Bureau des Compétences et Désirs)

Alexandre Perigot, Groupe Daher and Lycée 
professionnel Gustave Eiffel (in partnership with 
Sextant et Plus)

Franck Pourcel, Société Nautique de Marseille (in 
partnership with the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 
Regional Contemporary Art Fund (FRAC))

Marie Reinert, Entreprise Marfret * (project 
implemented by Mécènes du Sud)

Etienne Rey, IMéRA (in partnership with Seconde 
Nature)

Karine Rougier, Vacances Bleues *

Bettina Samson, Marseille Astrophysics Laboratory 
(in partnership with the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 
Regional Contemporary Art Fund (FRAC))

Vanessa Santullo, Bijouterie Frojo *

Zineb Sedira, Grand Port Maritime de Marseille (in 
partnership with Ecrans du Large)

Alia Sellami, Carniel

Wael Shawky — ADEF-Ecole de Céramique de 
Provence and SATIS/ASTRAM. (in partnership 
with ALCIMÉ – Festival International du Film 
d’Aubagne, the Ateliers Thérèse Neveu, the Institut 
International de la Marionnette de Charleville-
Mézières and the Kunstenfestivaldesarts).

Jean-Claude Chianale, Imprimerie Aur Offset

Halida Boughriet, La Maison

And many more. For more information, please visit 
our website, www.mp2013.fr

* Projects put forward by Mécènes du Sud. This 
group brings together companies from Marseille 
that are active in corporate sponsorship activities. 
It plays a key role in the region’s cultural 
development, encouraging innovative projects 
between artists and business. The survey carried 
out by Mécènes du Sud during the bid phase,  
1000 entreprises 1000 talents (1,000 companies, 
1,000 talents), inspired the Euro-Mediterranean 
Ateliers project. It confirmed the business world’s 
desire to get involved in art. www.mecenesdusud.fr

THE EURO-MEDITERRANEAN ATELIERS 
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MARSEILLE-PROVENCE 2013 
HIGHLIGHTS

FEUILLETONS

(all year long throughout the region)
Regular events will take place throughout 
2013, like circuits crossing the Marseille 
Provence region.

THE GRANDES CARRIOLES 
Festive and affordable, street food plays a key 
role in countries south of the Mediterranean. 
Because of its colourful history, people, shops 
and marketplaces, the Marseille Provence 
region has close ties to this form of cuisine. 
During the European Capital of Culture year, 
chefs and artists will use their imaginations to 
create itinerant kitchens or carrioles, allowing 
the people of Marseille and visitors to discover 
new recipes for eating on the go. 

REVELATIONS: PLAYING  
WITH FIRE
Groupe F creates multifarious works of art 
blending land art, pyrotechnic performance 
and open-air theatre. Featuring fire, light, 
music and storytelling, the Revelations are 
an epic saga, with episodes taking place 
throughout the Marseille Provence region all 
year long. The lights carried by the artists 
transform selected spaces. Crossing both 
space and time, the Revelations are an artistic 
process, spectacular trails and fun-filled 
shows for all kinds of audiences.

FEUILLETON NOVEL
The Feuilleton Novel programme will bring 
twelve authors in residence to the region. 
Each will use his or her viewpoint to discuss 
local specificities. In this way, twelve short 
stories will be written, each forming part 
of a kaleidoscope portrait, much like the 
immensely popular feuilleton novels of the  
19th century. 

LATERNA MAGICA
Original, creative and magical, this visual arts 
event featuring exhibitions, screenings, shows, 
conferences and workshops will adopt a new 
format for 2013 in venues throughout the 
region.

TRAVELLING SCREENS
Travelling Screens is a journey through film, 
in indoor and outdoor cinemas, to discover 
contemporary filmmakers, their work and their 
“world”. Each stopover features a different 
filmmaker. The last stopover will be at La 
Ciotat train station at the end of summer, to 
celebrate the reopening of the Eden Theatre 
and the origins of the Seventh Art.

97
associated 
communes in the 
Marseille-Provence 
region

10
million tourists per 
year

4 600 km2 1.9
million residents

140
kilometres of 
coastline

40
renovation/
restoration projects

10 
new cultural venues

100
exhibitions

500
events featuring 
theatre, music, dance, 
street art and more

3
innovative artistic residence and creation 
projects: the Euro-Mediterranean Ateliers – 
Creative Urban Projects – New Patrons

61
million euros for the 
project budget

29
million euros 
for operations, 
communications 
and public welcome 
facilities (2009 – 2013)

15
million euros in 
sponsorship

90
million euros  
for MP2013’s overall 
budget

THE CAPITAL  
IN FIGURES

OPENINGS

J1 
Marseille
This enormous hangar in Marseille’s port 
area is situated between the J4 esplanade 
and the Joliette neighbourhood.

Tour-Panorama
Friche La Belle de Mai / Marseille. 
Designed by architects Mathieu Poitevin 
and Pascal Raynaud.

MuCEM 
J4 pier, Marseille
The Museum of European and 
Mediterranean Civilisations is the first 
national museum outside Paris. The 
Museum was designed by French architect 
Rudy Ricciotti, and its Conservation and 
Resource centre was designed by Corinne 
Vezzoni. It has a total surface area of 
26,000m2.

CeReM
J4 pier, Marseille
The Regional Centre for the Mediterranean 
designed by Milanese architect Stefano 
Boeri. 

Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 
Regional Contemporary Art 
Fund (FRAC PACA)
Marseille
Designed by Japanese architect Kengo 
Kuma and the Toury Vallet agency. 

Musée Regards de Provence
Marseille
The foundation’s collection will be 
displayed in the old Station Sanitaire, 
built by architects Champollion, Fernand 
Pouillon and René Egger in 1948.

Aix-en-Provence 
Conservatory of Music
Designed by architect Kengo Kuma, 
the conservatory will open its doors in 
September 2013.

EXHIBITIONS

MEDITERRANEANS, 
FROM YESTERDAY’S CITIES 
TO TODAY’S MEN / J1, 
MARSEILLE
12 January – 18 May 
A fictional exhibition. 

HERE, ELSEWHERE
Tour-Panorama, Friche La Belle de Mai, 
Marseille, 12 January – 7 April 
Mediterranean contemporary art exhibition.

EXQUISITE CORPSE, 
MEDITERRANEAN SUITES
Musée Granet, Aix-en-Provence, 
13 January – 13 April
Mediterranean contemporary art exhibition.

ULYSSES
All year long throughout the region 
Contemporary art trail

LE GRAND ATELIER DU MIDI
13 June – 13 October  
Joint fine arts exhibition

FROM VAN GOGH TO BONNARD 
Musée des Beaux-Arts, Palais Longchamp, 
Marseille 
FROM CÉZANNE TO MATISSE 
Musée Granet, Aix-en-Provence

Related exhibitions: 
PICASSO, CERAMICS AND THE 
MEDITERRANEAN
Chapelle des Penitents Noirs, Aubagne,
27 April – 13 October 
RAOUL DUFY, FROM MARTIGUES 
TO L’ESTAQUE 
Musée Ziem, Martigues, 
13 June – 13 October

LC AT THE J1. LE CORBUSIER 
AND BRUTALISM
J1, Marseille
11 October 2013 – 12 January 2014

MAJOR PROJECTS

GR® 2013 
Covering fifteen days and 360km, this 
unusual hiking trail will provide a new 
perspective on Mediterranean landscapes, 
fostering dialogue between urban and 
natural areas. By walking, collecting 
images and taking part in innovative 
artistic mapping initiatives, those 
walking the GR® 2013 will contribute to 
a physical and poetic image of the region 
that highlights its originality. Residential 
areas, industrial zones and commercial 
centres will become new places for artistic 
contemplation. Different events will 
highlight stretches of the trail as it passes 
through different regions - including the 
Festival de la Randonnée in Aubagne, the 
Fête de l’Eau in Istres and the European 
Heritage Days in Marseille.

TRANSHUMANCE
17 May – 9 June
TransHumance is a shared artistic 
experience that is both poetic and 
high-tech, bringing together people and 
animals in a regional mosaic, which 
will be photographed from above. After 
setting off from Château d’Avignon, 
Châteaurenard and Cuges-les-Pins, this 
conceptual project will end in Marseille, 
where animals will take over urban areas, 
making nature a part of the European 
Capital of Culture.



PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTSMARSEILLE-PROVENCE 2013
EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE

MARSEILLE-PROVENCE 2013
EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE

PRESS KIT PRESS KIT10 11

ACT 1
AIX- EN-PROVENCE
Saturday 12 January, 1pm
The festivities commence in Aix-en-Provence 
with the inauguration of a contemporary art 
trail. Around ten works by internationally 
renowned artists, designed to reflect the 
city’s heritage and modernity, will be unveiled 
in the streets. Meanwhile, the Patrouille de 
France’s acrobatic pilots will defy gravity in a 
choreographed flight.

ACT 2
MARSEILLE
Saturday 12 January, 5.30pm
At nightfall, there will be a Great Clamour in 
Marseille. This wave of sound will wash over 
the coastline from north to south, kicking off 
festivities in the city. Beginning with foghorns 
and followed by city sirens and church bells, 
these urban noises will be echoed in theatrical 
flourishes of sound by the public.

ACT 3
FROM ISTRES TO LA CIOTAT, FROM SALON-
DE-PROVENCE TO GARDANNE
Sunday 13 January, 10am – 3pm
The third act focuses on families and the region 
with a large-scale treasure hunt. The prize 
giving ceremony in Arles will reward each hunt’s 
winners and mark the beginning of Act 4.

ACT 4
ARLES
Sunday 13 January, at dusk
The last act will take place in Arles. Groupe F 
will play with light, sound and fire as part of a 
pyrotechnical show on the banks of the Rhône 
River, marking the opening weekend’s grand 
finale.

OPENING WEEKEND
12 & 13 JANUARY 2013

The European Capital of 
Culture programme will 
get underway on Saturday 
12 and Sunday 13 January 
2013. The opening weekend 
is an event in four acts, 
which will kick off the 
year and get locals and 
visitors involved in a major 
participative movement. The 
opening ceremony includes 
a series of surprising and 
spectacular events in a 
variety of artistic disciplines.

Révélation ©Groupe F - Thiery Nava
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EPISODE 1 
MARSEILLE-PROVENCE, 
WELCOMING THE WORLD

[January - May] 
To welcome visitors 
from around the world, 
some major cultural 
venues are opening their 
doors. Visitors will travel 
from port of call to the 
next, as the regional 
traditions of hospitality 
and cosmopolitanism are 
put on display. Let the 
festivities commence! 

Compagnie La Zouze par Christophe Haleb ©Cyrille Weiner

SPOTLIGHT ON PERFORMING ARTS

CIRCUS ARTS

THE CIRCUS IS COMING  
TO TOWN
Throughout the region, 25 January – 24 February
The Circus Is Coming to Town, Marseille-Provence 
2013’s first seasonal highlight, will focus on all 
forms of circus arts. Trottola, François Cervantes, 
the Colporteurs, Mathurin Bolze and around 
thirty other companies will take part in over two 
hundred performances throughout the region. 
Step right up to see clowns and magicians strut 
their stuff under the big top and in public spaces.

URBAN CULTURES

URBAN ARTS
Throughout the region, March – June

¡WATT!
Marseille, Communauté du Pays d’Aix, Dock des 
Suds and other venues. 21 – 23 March
¡Watt! is an international artist residency 
programme that links cities with symbolic 
ties to rap – New York, Marseille and newly 
independent locations in the Arab world, where 
rappers represent new freedom movements. 
Five original creations produced as part of the 
¡Watt! project will be performed on a stage for 
new Mediterranean music at the 2013 Babel Med 
festival, where traditional music meets hip-hop, 
rock and electro.

VITANONNOVA
Ateliers SNCF Arles, April – May
This series of large multidisciplinary installations 
combines shows, films, operas, literature and 
performances to explore the theme of urban 
ghettos. This six-week programme, developed by 
Jean-Michel Bruyère and the LFKs collective, is 
influenced by the Afro-American movements of 
the 1960s and 1970s.

THIS IS (NOT) MUSIC
Friche de la Belle de Mai, Marseille, 3 May – 9 June
For forty days, the urban culture event This Is (Not) 
Music will put on a programme of contemporary 
art, modern music, street art and urban sports 
for adepts and amateurs at the Friche la Belle 
de Mai’s 40,000m2 complex. Bringing together 
different forms and movements, it will stretch the 
boundaries of alternative cultures.

STREET ARTS

THE AMAZING HISTORY  
OF STREET ART 2013
Charleval, Lambesc, Marseille, Marignane, 
Maussane, Marseille, Port Saint-Louis-du-Rhône, 
3 – 20 May
Featuring choreographies with tractors, 
burlesque parades, vertical dances and street 
theatre, this special edition of The Amazing History 
of Street Arts festival, designed by the street art 
company Karwan, will take place in six towns and 
cities over a two-week period. Local, national and 
international theatre companies will bring over 
fifty shows to the streets, using public spaces to 
stage unique urban performances.  

ANAPOS, LAKESIDE CITY
Martigues, 30 May – 9 June
The Ilotopie company will take over public aquatic 
space to take part in performances combining 
theatre, pyrotechnics, performing arts and music. 
These poetic and political shows will examine our 
view of water, which is both rising and running 
out. A mysterious and imaginary city will take 
shape in the canals of Martigues over a ten-day 
period, reflecting our terrestrial adventures and 
our paradoxes.
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J1 
MEDITERRANEANS, FROM YESTERDAY’S 
CITIES TO TODAY’S MEN 
Place de la Joliette MARSEILLE 
12 January – 18 May
Design: Yolande Bacot, Catherine Mariette and 
Patrice Pomey.
Guided by a contemporary Ulysses, this eleven-
stage odyssey will take visitors from port to 
port, from Troy to Marseille via Phoenicia, 
Greece under Pericles, Al-Andalus and the 
Ottoman regencies. This exhibition presents 
major moments in the history of Mediterranean 
civilisations, but also a portrait of today’s 
men and women. How have peaceful dialogue 
and violent conflicts contributed to the 
development of these Mediterraneans? What 
does it mean to be Mediterranean in the 21st 
century? The exhibition narrative will answer 
these questions by bringing together statuary 
masterpieces, bas-reliefs, paintings by the 
masters, rare manuscripts, ship models and 
photos and films by contemporary artists.

Tour-Panorama 
HERE, ELSEWHERE
Friche de la Belle de Mai MARSEILLE 
Curator: Juliette Laffon

The Tour-Panorama – a new space for 
contemporary art – will host the works of 
approximately forty internationally renowned 
artists (including Gilles Barbier, Mounir 
Fatmi, Sigalit Landau, Ange Leccia, Jean-Luc 
Moulène, Sarkis and Djamel Tatah), most 
of whom were born in the 1960s and 1970s 
in different Mediterranean countries. The 
exhibition will present a selection of existing 
works and a number of pieces especially 
created for the occasion. Some question the 
notions of identity, citizenship, the self and 
the other, memory and archives. Several 
strive to share the experience of emigration, 
exile and displacement. Others focus on the 
Mediterranean landscape. 

Contemporary art trail
Aix-en-Provence, multiple venues,  
12 January – 17 February
The inauguration of around ten works by 
internationally renowned contemporary artists 
will set the stage for a programme that uses 
modernity to explore and reveal Mediterranean 
heritage. These pieces by Xavier Veilhan, Yayoi 
Kusama, Huang Yong Ping and others will be 
located at different places around the city, 
creating a spectacular urban environment.  

CeReM 
Regional Centre for the Mediterranean, J4, 
Esplanade Saint-Jean, Marseille

THE GREAT MEDITERRANEAN VOYAGE
The Great Mediterranean Voyage is made up 
of two propositions, which invite visitors to 
consider the world’s complexity.

BEYOND THE HORIZON
15 March (open for three years)
Narrator: Bruno Ulmer
This exhibition shows that the Mediterranean 
is in perpetual movement, both geographically 
and historically. This mobility of people, 
products, words and ideas is and always has 
been essential to its construction.

 
TIMELINES
From September
Narrators: Jean-Luc Arnaud
Timelines presents the history and key figures 
of the Mediterranean Basin.

2031 IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, OUR 
FUTURES!
Inaugural exhibition. Until September
Narrator: Régis Sauder.
“How do you plan for the Mediterranean of 
tomorrow, an area shared by 22 countries 
and 147 million inhabitants? In twenty years, 
what should this exceptional area embody? 
The future should not be left to fate - it is up 
to us to build it. Let’s dare to dream and give 
young people their turn to speak. Let’s try to 
imagine - not through rose-coloured glasses 
but realistically a Mediterranean for them.” 
Régis Sauder

Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur Regional  
Contemporary Art Fund 
(FRAC)
THE POSSIBILITY FACTORY
20, boulevard de Dunkerque, MARSEILLE 
January - late March
Curator: Pascal Neveux
What happens when artists question the theoretic 
and scientific conventions shaping contemporary 
culture? This experimental and forward-looking 
exhibition will answer this question by supporting 
projects involving residencies and meetings 
between artists and researchers and presenting 
symbolic works of art.

Musée Regards  
de Provence

REGARDS DE PROVENCE COLLECTION - 
REFLECTIONS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
From 12 January
The Regards de Provence Foundation is 
showcasing part of its collection by putting 
on display paintings, sculptures, drawings 
and photographs by classical, modern and 
contemporary artists who were inspired by  
or took refuge in Marseille, Provence, and the 
Mediterranean.

OPENINGS AND OPENING EXHIBITIONS OTHER MAJOR EXHIBITIONS MAJOR PROJECT

EXQUISITE CORPSE, 
MEDITERRANEAN SUITES 
Musée Granet, Aix-en-Provence
13 January – 13 April
Curator: Evelyne Artaud and Bruno Ely
This Mediterranean contemporary art 
exhibition features the Surrealists’ “exquisite 
corpse” technique, where participants each 
react to the intervention preceding their own. 
This work-in-progress was launched with a 
creation by Philippe Favier.

ULYSSES 
All year long throughout the region
Curator: Pascal Neveux 
Ulysses will be the inspiration for a 
contemporary art trail throughout the Capital 
of Culture region. Approximately forty vastly 
diverse organisations and one hundred 
artists are taking part in this project through 
exhibitions, commissions and residencies.

  
THE TREASURE OF MARSEILLE 
Vieille Charité, Marseille, 12 January - 15 April
Curator: Muriel Garsson
In the 6th century B.C., when Massalia was one 
of the most dominant seaports in the western 
Mediterranean, the inhabitants of Massalia 
offered a treasure to the Greek gods at Delphi. 
Visit a 3D reconstruction of this treasure and 
the archaeological excavations that made the 
exhibition possible.  

VESTIGES, JOSEF KOUDELKA
Vieille Charité, Marseille, 12 January - 15 April  
Vestiges will present a group of panoramic 
photographs and films by Josef Koudelka, a 
member of Magnum Photos. For years, he has 
been taking pictures of archaeological sites 
around the Mediterranean Basin.  

RODIN: THE SHADOW 
OF ANTIQUITY
Musée Départemental Arles Antique, Arles, 
April - July 2013  
Curator: under the direction of Pascale Picard 
(Musée Départemental Arles Antique) in 
collaboration with Bénédicte Garnier (Musée 
Rodin, Paris).  
Focusing on Rodin’s use of classical art as a 
source of inspiration and his reformulation of 
archetypes, this exhibition sheds new light on 
the sculptor’s work.  

MATTA, SURREALISM  
AND HISTORY 
Musée Cantini, Marseille, 15 February - 19 May  
Curator: Christine Poullain  
What led the unique and prolific artist Roberto 
Matta from surrealist automatism to a 
metaphoric interpretation of history? Why did 
he choose to move away from representations 
of the subconscious mind to focus on conflicts 
affecting the second half of the 20th century?  

BERNAR VENET 
Palais du Pharo, Marseille, March to 
September  
Sculptor Bernar Venet has been invited to 
design a monumental work of art for a public 
space. “When I discovered the Parc du Pharo, 
with its sublime esplanade that overlooks 
the Vieux-Port and part of Marseille, I was 
immediately convinced.” His sculpture consists 
of seven groupings of classic arches, which 
often feature in his work.

GR® 2013
A 360km-hiking trail throughout the region. 
March – December 2013
The GR®2013 is a hiking trail with a 
difference. It gives hikers the opportunity to 
discover something new: the passage from 
city to countryside. It has been designed 
and produced by a group of walking artists 
who have roamed the region for years, in 
association with the Fédération française de 
randonnée pédestre (French Hiking Federation), 
local associations and regional authorities. The 
trail loops from the Aix-en-Provence high-
speed train station to Miramas and Aubagne, 
55km apart.
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EPISODE 2 
MARSEILLE PROVENCE 
OPEN SKY

[June - August]
In the summer of 2013, 
the programme leaves 
cities behind and ventures 
off the beaten path. 
Events move outdoors, 
taking advantage of the 
surrounding countryside 
and showcasing nature. 
Dozens of festivals 
sharing common themes 
will intersect and play off 
each other. The second 
series of European 
Capital of Culture 
exhibitions focuses on 
dreams and connections. 

Digue du large ©Philippe Piron

FESTIVAL TIME

FESTIVAL D’ART LYRIQUE D’AIX 
EN PROVENCE 
Marseille-Provence 2013 programme: 
DU SLAM À L’ATLAS
ROMEO AND JULIET with the Mediterranean 
Youth Orchestra and Grenade group
ELENA DE CAVALLI, opera
LECTURE DE L’ODYSSEY by Denis Podalydes

FESTIVAL DE MARSEILLE DE 
DANSE ET DES ARTS MULTIPLES
Marseille-Provence 2013 programme: 
OPERA SLAM, Nathalie Negro and Robyn Orlin
FAMA, Christophe Haleb

LA NUIT DES SUDS
Performance of the Nomads and Deltas 
programme

LA ROQUE D’ANTHÉRON
Diwan Orchestra – directed by Daniel 
Barenboim 

FID
Professional events focusing on  
Mediterranean creation

ENVIES RHÔNEMENTS
Camargue, 15-31 July 

PERFORMANCES

THE TROJANS
Opéra de Marseille 
The Opéra de Marseille will present Hector 
Berlioz’s The Trojans, with Roberto Alagna 
playing Aeneas. 

PHAEDRA, THE BIRDS
Marseille, Aix-en-Provence, multiple venues  
This contemporary European dramatic 
creation, which has been translated into 
several languages, has been or will be 
performed by renowned actresses in France, 
Spain, Italy, Germany, the United States and 
India. In 2013, director Jean-Baptiste Sastre 
and author Frédéric Boyer will bring this 
production to theatres, outdoor venues, boats 
and other unusual locations. They will be 
accompanied by Le Choeur Fragile, a choir 
formed of Emmaus community members. 

PASOLINI: THE SHOCKING 
POWER OF THE PAST
Marseille, multiple venues, 17 May – 8 July
Generous and versatile, the work of this poet, 
novelist, playwright, reporter and filmmaker 
has strong ties to the Mediterranean region. 
Pasolini, whose influences included Greek 
mythology, the Gospels, Arab literature and 
European authors, will be the subject of 
an exhibition, a film retrospective, archive 
presentations, lectures and round tables.  

INDUSTRIAL NIGHT
Martigues, Port-de-Bouc, 31 August 
For one night only, urban and industrial zones 
in Martigues and Port-de-Bouc will undergo 
an incredible transformation. Discover new 
sights and sounds on foot, by bus, by boat or 
by bicycle. Light installations, drive-ins and 
concerts will make for unique discoveries and 
unusual encounters. 

MARSEILLE ON FILM
Multiple venues, August
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MuCEM 
The Museum of European and Mediterranean 
Civilisations
Fort Saint-Jean, Esplanade J4, Marseille
The Museum of European and Mediterranean 
Civilisations (Musée des civilisations de 
l’Europe et de la Méditerranée — MuCEM) is a 
groundbreaking project for the Mediterranean 
region of the 21st century. With an exceptional 
location overlooking the entrance to the Vieux 
Port, the MuCEM incorporates the Fort Saint-
Jean, a historical site spanning 15,000 m2, 
and a new 17,000m2 building constructed by 
architect Rudy Ricciotti on the J4 pier. Both 
sites will be linked by a pedestrian bridge of 
115m. A third site, located in the Belle de Mai 
neighbourhood, will be home to the Centre de 
Conservation et de Ressources (Conservation 
and Research Centre or CCR) designed by 
Corinne Vezzoni.

THE GENDER BAZAAR,  
MASCULINE/FEMININE
Late May – December
Curator: Denis Chevallier
To address one of the most important 
questions in society today – the relationships 
between men and women and, more broadly, 
the upheavals affecting gender – this exhibition 
explores the different ways of being male and 
female in Mediterranean countries today. 
The objects in the museum’s archaeological 
collections are accompanied by statements, 
film montages and contemporary art 
installations. They demonstrate the changes 
affecting gender relations in Mediterranean 
countries: demographic changes tied to women 
having access to family planning; rights for 
women and sexual minorities; and the impact 
of new communication tools on how people 
meet, flirt and start relationships and families. 
Finally, the exhibition questions the different 
ways gender norms, which touch on the very 
foundations of our societies (religious doctrine, 
laws, written and non-written rules, customs, 
etc.), are today coming into contact with many 
different, ever-more-widely-spread models. 
The exhibition will include a series of debates, 
films, shows and events, at the museum and 
along the esplanade.

BLUE AND BLACK,  
A MEDITERRANEAN DREAM 
Curator: Thierry Fabre.  
Associate curators: Anissa Bouayed and 
Patrick Javault. 

Blue and Black will explore what makes and 
unmakes civilisations, or the Enlightenment 
and the ensuing shadows. This Mediterranean 
dreamscape will attempt to evoke a solar 
dimension, the great midday and the sunlight 
of insight that Nietzsche discovered with 
redeeming joy. But it is also about showing 
another side of things, about showing the 
abyss, the pure negative space that Goya, 
the visionary painter, revealed brilliantly. The 
subtlety of the project is in the tension between 
the Blue and the Black. This exhibition, which 
will attempt to share a “Mediterranean dream” 
with the public, is both a tale and a journey. It 
will be a space for telling the numerous stories 
that feature the Mediterranean and those 
attracted to and fascinated by this sea. On this 
journey through the layers of time, visitors will 
pass through twelve movements, starting with 
the 18th century and the prelude to Napoleon’s 
dream of Egypt. The Mediterranean dream 
has long been a unilateral dream, a dream of 
artists, conquerors and travellers from one 
shore — the European shore — with the goal 
of “civilising” those on the other side. But what 
dreams were taking place at the same time 
on the other shore? This exhibition’s unique 
approach is to shift the focus, pass through 
the looking glass and explore other tales and 
stories. The exhibition will weave a path of tales 
that reveal the diversity of representations of 
the Mediterranean.

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITIONS AT THE FORT 
SAINT-JEAN

The Henri Rivière room of the Fort Saint-Jean 
will be dedicated to contemporary creation 
and, more specifically in 2013, to photography. 
These exhibitions will be curated by François 
Cheval in partnership with Chalon-sur-Saône’s 
Musée Niépce.

NEW MUSÉE D’HISTOIRE 
DE MARSEILLE

Marseille, Musée d’Histoire et du Port Antique, 
Centre Bourse, from June
During renovations to the Bourse district in 
1967, many finds from the ancient port of 
Marseille were uncovered: the Jardin des 
Vestiges, a necropolis and ramparts from 
Greek times, the quay, a freshwater basin and 
a paved Roman road. After several years of 
renovations and extensions (6,500 m2), the new 
museum will open its doors to the public. This 
transformation is the result of an ambitious 
restructuring programme undertaken by the 
Ville de Marseille for the European Capital of 
Culture year. The museum aims to present 
Marseille’s maritime and port history in 
thirteen different stages, from 600 B.C. to 
today. By way of introduction, an overview will 
present the 30,000 years that humans have 
lived in the area, beginning with the Cosquer 
Cave. The adjoining open-air archaeological 
site and other areas will allow the museum 
to display its collection of 44,000 objects 
and documents. Exhibitions will also feature 
multimedia and 3D technology.

MUSÉE BORELY
Marseille, from May.
The Musée Borély is dedicated to lifestyles 
and the decorative arts. Its collection features 
ceramics, artistic objects, furniture, textile, 
fashion and accessories. The museum brings 
together collections from Marseille’s different 
museums: the Musée de la Faïence (Ceramics 
Museum), the Musée Cantini’s collection of 
furniture and artistic objects, Marseille and 
Moustiers’ ceramic collections, the Feuillet de 
Borsat graphic design collection and the Zarifi 
collection. As for fashion, the museum boasts 
an exquisite 100-piece Chanel collection, 
several haute couture pieces and numerous 
creations illustrating contemporary fashion 
design. 

LE GRAND ATELIER  
DU MIDI
13 June – 13 October
Curators: Bruno Ely and Marie-Paule Vial
The south of France has long been a source 
of inspiration for painters – a great open-air 
studio open to other Mediterranean countries. 
The exhibition will be a chronological 
presentation of the various movements that 
have marked the 20th century from 1880 
to 1960, including impressionism, post-
impressionism, fauvism, cubism, surrealism 
and abstraction.

FROM VAN GOGH TO BONNARD
Musée des Beaux-Arts, Palais Longchamp, 
Marseille
The Marseille instalment of Le Grand Atelier du 
Midi focuses on the bright and arbitrary use of 
colours, from Van Gogh in Arles to the Fauves 
and Bonnard. It will also touch on the fantastic, 
the pursuit of a hedonistic dream, and the 
quest for a new Golden Age.

FROM CÉZANNE TO MATISSE
Musée Granet, Aix-en-Provence
In Aix-en-Provence, the focus will be on 
form. Beginning with Cézanne, the “father” of 
modern art, who considered form and colour to 
be closely related, the exhibition will conclude 
with new forms of writing based on lyrical and 
geometrical abstraction, as seen in the work of 
Miró, de Staël, Van Velde and others.

RELATED EXHIBITIONS

PICASSO, CERAMICS AND THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 
Chapelle des Pénitents-Noirs, Aubagne,  
27 April – 13 October
Curators: Joséphine Mataloros  
and Bruno Gaudichon
Although Picasso’s ceramic creations are less 
well known than his paintings and sculptures, 
they are nevertheless a key element of his 
work. This exhibition, which will take place in 
the Chapelle des Pénitents Noirs, will feature 
around one hundred pieces, some of which 
have never been seen before by the public.

RAOUL DUFY, FROM MARTIGUES  
TO L’ESTAQUE
Musée Ziem, MARTIGUES,  
13 June – 13 October
Curator: Lucienne del Furia
This exhibition explores the work Dufy completed 
in the south of France — from his first stay in 
Martigues around 1903, to the paintings he did in 
Marseille just after the First World War.

TERRACES,  
BY KADER ATTIA 
The Sea Wall, Port de Marseille,  
May – September  
After opening to the public in summer, the Sea 
Wall will welcome an installation by Kader 
Attia, an artist with many identities. This 
symbolic strip of land separates the port from 
the open sea.  

FELICE VARINI 
Château de l’Empéri, Salon-de-Provence,  
May – December  
Felice Varini’s work is often monumental, 
and always spectacular. He plays with space, 
architecture and vision. The form of this new 
piece of artwork will only become visible from 
the terrace of the Château de l’Empéri.  

DANIEL BUREN 
Multiple venues in Istres, June – September 
Daniel Buren’s interventions, whether inside 
or outside, appropriate space. By physically 
involving viewers, they reveal each site’s 
unique characteristics.  

CLOUD 
Arles Musée Réattu, May – October 
Curator: Michèle Moutashar. 
As subtle yet impressive representations of 
the life cycle, clouds are an endless source 
of fascination: they are intangible, changing 
and weightless. This exhibition will take a 
new look at clouds, which are omnipresent 
in both Eastern and Western art. Featuring 
work by René Magritte, Man Ray, Jean Arp, 
Andy Warhol and Javier Pérez, it will pair 
sculptures, installations, paintings, sound art, 
photography, film and fashion with elements 
from nature and ancient treasures.  

THE BRIDGE 
Musée d’Art Contemporain de Marseille and 
other venues, 25 May – 20 October  
Curator: Thierry Ollat
This exhibition showcases contemporary 
artists from both sides of the Mediterranean 
and beyond.

MAJOR PROJECT

TRANSHUMANCE
17 May – 9 June  
TransHumance is a shared artistic experience 
that is both poetic and high-tech, bringing 
together people and animals in a regional 
mosaic, which will be photographed from 
above. After setting off from Château-
d’Avignon, Châteaurenard and Cuges-les-Pins, 
this conceptual Euro-Mediterranean project 
will end in Marseille, where animals will take 
over urban areas, making nature a part of the 
European Capital of Culture.

MAJOR EXHIBITIONSOPENINGS
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EPISODE 3 
MARSEILLE PROVENCE 
LAND OF A THOUSAND 
FACES
[September - December]
Autumn 2013 will be a 
season of friendship, sharing 
and the art of living together. 
The Capital of Culture will 
show its diversity as part 
of the final episode, which 
features some of the region’s 
famous faces (including 
Averroes and Le Corbusier) 
and cuisine. It will also be an 
opportunity to discover local 
and international talents as 
part of events dedicated to 
writing and contemporary 
creation. Children and 
their parents are invited to 
discover Travel Journal, a 
multi-disciplinary project 
for children and young 
people. Full of contrasts, 
this episode will celebrate 
a thousand faces and a 
thousand flavours.

Nature morte 1927-1957, bois polychrome signé et daté sur le socle L.C.-J-S 1957 ©Fondation Le Corbusier

OPENING 

EDEN THÉÂTRE
La Ciotat, early October  
To celebrate the newfound glory of the 
Eden Theatre – the world’s oldest cinema – 
spectacular and festive events will take place: 
a fancy-dress ball, a concert by Emir Kusturica, 
giant autochrome projections, and more. The 
theatre is also taking this opportunity to launch 
a long-term programme bringing together 
professionals and the public at festivals and 
screenings of restored films.  

DIGITAL ARTS

INNOVART
Aix-en-Provence, 10 October - 10 November 2013  
For one month, this platform project will 
bring together contemporary artists who use 
the latest technologies in their work. The 
Fondation Vasarely and the new School of Art 
will host exhibitions, installations, concerts, 
electronic music concerts, digital art trails 
and workshops for younger audiences in a 
celebration of all things digital.  

CUISINE

WHAT’S COOKING? 
Throughout the region  

CUISINES EN FRICHE  
Friche La Belle de Mai, Marseille, 11 - 15 
September  
The first edition of the Cuisines en Friche 
festival will be a festive culinary exploration. 
It will invite internationally renowned chefs, 
artists, scientists and philosophers to take 
part in a conversation around the oven, 
using all forms of expression and different 
artistic disciplines, with a knife and fork at 
hand. As part of Cuisines en Friche, visit an 
environmental and multimedia installation by 
the Dunes group, the latest edible creation 
by Belgian artist Peter de Bie, a performance 
between dream and reality by the Becquemin 
et Sagot collective, tasty art trails by the SAFI 
collective, film evenings by Robert Guédiguian, 
DJ evenings and other artistic projects 
exploring food and cooking today. 

MEDITERRANEAN BANQUETS 
Arles, Aubagne, Gardanne, Istres, Port-de-
Bouc, Salon-de-Provence, May – August 
For one day only, discover six culinary 
traditions reflecting Mediterranean lifestyles 
- on the slopes of the Garlaban, the shores of 
a lake, the quays of a port, the banks of the 
Rhône or in the city centre. What’s cooking? 
Sweet appetizers, salty tapas, local recipes 
and international flavours, prepared by 
restaurant owners, associations, chefs and 
local producers. Mediterranean Banquets is a 
day-long picnic: after taking part in workshops, 
take a well-deserved musical siesta before 
meeting up with neighbours over dinner and 
dancing the night away to Mediterranean DJs. 
Discover Mediterranean culinary traditions at 
six popular gatherings in six towns and cities. 

THE GRANDES CARRIOLES 
all year long throughout the region (see page 5) 

ART IN PUBLIC SPACE

METAMORPHOSES
Marseille, 20 September – 6 October 
What if the city became a giant playground? 
The national creation centre Lieux Publics will 
invite around twenty European artists to play 
with public space at three sites in Marseille: 
the Canebière, which will become a giant 
banquet table; the Saint-Charles train station, 
where the staircase will become a playground 
with improvised stages; and the Place 
Bargemon, which will become a temporary city. 
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ACTORAL
Marseille, Aix-en-Provence, 
13 September – 13 October  
Featuring contemporary writing (including 
poetry, plays, novels and essays), the ActOral 
Festival brings about surprising meetings 
between authors, directors, choreographers, 
performers and artists. Each year, lectures, 
performances, shows and other events blur the 
boundaries between artistic disciplines.  

THE FIESTA DES SUDS
Marseille, October  
In 2013, the Fiesta des Suds will get the city 
moving to a new rhythm by giving carte blanche 
to the best international modern music labels. 
Musicians from France and elsewhere will take 
the stage at unexpected locations, especially 
for the European Capital of Culture year.  

MARSATAC
Marseille, late September – early October  
The 15th Marsatac festival will take at the 
Friche La Belle de Mai over three days. On the 
programme: three evening events, four stages 
and thirty-five concerts of electronic, hip-hop 
and rock music.  After travelling to Lebanon 
and Morocco, Marsatac will continue the MixUp 
project in 2013 by inviting alternative artists to 
take up residence in Marseille. These musical 
adventures will give rise to original pieces 
produced and performed with local musicians.  

SEPTEMBER AT SEA
J4, the Sea Wall, Rade de Marseille, Marseille 
1 – 8 September  
This series of events will have a distinctly 
maritime flavour. The programme includes 
presentations of the fishing profession, boat 
trips and tastings of seafood prepared by chefs 
from the Grandes Carrioles. Fishing boats, 
yachts and other seagoing craft will take to the 
seas in Marseille harbour to mark the end of 
this week with a Marine Parade.  

LITERARY FESTIVAL
Marseille, 17 – 20 October  
In association with Les Littorales, an 
independent book festival, Marseille-Provence 
2013 has developed a programme of innovative, 
poetic and technological literature. Around 
forty writers will interact with the public 
during Mediterranean street readings, literary 
concerts, multimedia installations in the form 
of live residencies, living libraries and street 
art.  

TRAVEL JOURNAL
Aix-en-Provence, Arles, Marseille, 
27 October – 8 November  
School’s out for children in Aix-en-Provence, 
Arles and Marseille during November. A special 
programme has been developed featuring 
puppet shows, theatre, silent films, story 
readings, animated film screenings and a mini 
rock festival - the Fiesta des Minots.  

IMAGINARY EXPEDITIONS
Marseille, Vitrolles, Miramas, 
November school holidays – January 2014  
Watch as imaginary landscapes straight out of 
books come to life – including extraordinary 
islands, strange dreams and build-it-yourself 
cities. Alice (in Wonderland), Robinson (Crusoe) 
and Harry (Potter) team up with contemporary 
authors and illustrators to create exhibitions-
expeditions.

LC AT THE J1. LE CORBUSIER 
AND BRUTALISM
J1 Marseille, 11 October 2013 - 12 January 2014 
Curator: Jacques Sbriglio. 

An exhibition on Le Corbusier will take over 
the J1 hangar overlooking the sea. This 
is doubly symbolic: firstly, because of the 
connection to the Mediterranean Sea, a theme 
running through all of the architect’s work; 
and secondly because of the large boats that 
influenced his Unité d’Habitation (Housing 
Unit), built in Marseille. Named the Cité 
Radieuse, this building made Le Corbusier an 
international household name – a creator of 
vast projects with an aesthetic quality that had 
a major impact on the history of architecture in 
the second half of the 20th century. He initiated 
the brutalist architecture movement, which 
used all forms of visual arts for architectural 
purposes. At the J1, paintings, lithographs 
and still or moving images will illustrate the 
“artistic fusion” dear to this all-round artist. 
 

XAVIER VEILHAN
Marseille, May - September 
Xavier Veilhan will develop a unique project 
for the rooftop terrace of Le Corbusier’s Cité 
Radieuse. In addition to a monochromatic 
exhibition of original work, he will put on a 
show combining ballet and audio performance 
with composer Eliane Radigue.  

CENTRE POMPIDOU MOBILE
Aubagne, November 2013 - January 2014 
Aubagne will host the first “travelling” 
museum in the world: the Centre Pompidou 
Mobile. Designed by architect Patrick 
Bouchain, it is made up of units inspired by the 
shape of circus tents. The 650m2 exhibition will 
feature masterpieces from Europe’s largest 
modern and contemporary art collection, which 
includes work by Matisse, Braque, Picasso, 
Calder, Dubuffet and Léger.

ARTE POVERA  
AND RELATED MOVEMENTS
2 July – 31 December, Arles 

GIUSEPPE PENONE
Chapelle du Méjan, Musée Réattu,  
Cloître Saint-Trophime 
Curator: Pascale Le Thoret 
Giuseppe Penone examines our relationship 
with nature, movement and life by comparing 
the body, time and memory. Using different 
techniques and materials, he makes the 
creative process visible. 

MICHELANGELO PISTOLETTO
Ateliers SNCF 
Curator: Jean-Paul Capitani 
Michelangelo Pistoletto, a humanist and 
politically active artist, is back in Arles after 
his 2004 exhibition Réflexions in the Chapelle 
Saint-Martin du Méjan. 

LEE UFAN
Ateliers SNCF 
Curator: Michel Enrici 
Lee Ufan’s sculptures contrast natural 
materials and industrial products, and his 
paintings use very few brushstrokes. This 
encourages meditation and evokes emptiness.

ATELIER VAN LIESHOUT
Friche la Belle de Mai, Marseille, 
30 August – December 
To kick off Episode 3 at the Friche Belle de Mai, 
pride of place will be given to contemporary 
art. Festivities include no less than three 
exhibitions, a fair, art in public spaces, a 
web edition, debates, films, concerts and 
performances. They will all be organised by the 
Atelier Van Lieshout, a major artistic company 
that has emerged over the last 30 years. This 
seasonal highlight features Rotterdam artist, 
Joep Van Lieshout, who has exhibited his work 
under the banner of the Atelier since 1995. 
This will be the first monographic exhibition of 
his work in France. Two collective exhibitions 
will deal with the themes of modernist utopias 
and bizarre figures. The Art-O-Rama fair will 
focus on the Dutch artist by inviting seven 
international galleries that exhibit his work. 
Lastly, a web edition will reflect on the issues 
surrounding his work while giving the project 
greater visibility.

TRUE TALES OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN
All year long around the Mediterranean basin
True Tales of the Mediterranean is an 
ambitious project involving true stories 
collected from countries around the 
Mediterranean Basin. The stories are written 
by authors and the general public, and 
showcase several languages and histories. 
The objective of François Beaune, the French 
author behind the collection, is not to “save” 
or “conserve” Mediterranean memory, but to 
provide new material for seeing and thinking 
about today’s world.
  
The internet age has led to the creation of 
new communication forums across borders. 
With support teams based in Marseille and 
correspondents in each city, Beaune has 
decided to collect stories in thirteen ports in 
thirteen countries. 

The success of this collection depends on 
the project being open to the widest possible 
audience. A multilingual web site, in the 
form of a shared digital library, was set up in 
December 2011 to collect and give visibility to 
people’s stories. Participants can post tales in 
written, visual or sound form, depending on 
what is most common in their language and 
country of residence.

MAJOR EXHIBITIONSFOR YOUNG 
AUDIENCES

FESTIVALS MAJOR PROJECTS
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MARSEILLE-PROVENCE 2013, 
EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE, 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
 
Of course, there are cicadas, huts by the sea, pétanque matches, pastis apéritifs and siestas. But it 
would be a mistake to think that this folkloric image was all there was to Marseille and the Provence 
region. This fast-changing area has a unique and dynamic cultural and social scene. It has many 
faces – geographic, cultural and human – which form a contrasting and sometimes contradictory 
whole, where diversity means wealth. The three episodes making up Marseille-Provence 2013 – 
Marseille Provence, Welcoming the World, Marseille Provence, Open Sky, and Marseille Provence, Land 
of a Thousand Faces – tell these stories. They showcase the region’s hospitality, landscapes and 
festivals. Provençal towns and villages, sandy beaches, calanques, turquoise seas, Mediterranean 
landscapes, sights, smells, mountains and natural parks form a backdrop for paintings, 
books, walks and real-life stories. Major exhibitions, open-air concerts, shows in surprising 
locations, outdoor cinema and regional circuits will make for an exceptional cultural programme 
complementing local heritage and lifestyles. Provence is a land of contrasts, where cicadas sing 
and culture thrives – discover it alone, with family, friends or loved ones. Because it is designed 
for all audiences, the European Capital of Culture programme is full of surprises and little known 
treasures. 2013 is the perfect time to (re)discover an entire region where there is something for 
everyone to do, share and enjoy.

TOURISM IN FIGURES

 
Ten million tourists from all over 
the world visit the region every 
year, with around 50% arriving  
in summer. 

As major European tourist 
destinations, Marseille and the 
Aix-en-Provence region receive 
around half of all visitors.  

Most visitors are families, 
from higher socio-professional 
categories, who visit friends and 
family for a short period of time 
(generally around two nights). 
The region is also an important 
business destination (for 18%  
of visitors). 
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